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[ lefr Iraq Lase vear with a great deal
pride at the dedication, protessional
efcellence, and perseverance of the Iron
agldicrs. As Pve watched you this year

—gspecially now that we are deeply en-
gaged in our retraining program — 1
am even more proud of vou.

The mark of an exceptional unit
is its ability to do more than one thing
at @ time and to do it all well. By that
measure, Old Ironsides 15 an exceptional
unit.

As I pen this article, Iron Soldiers
are fighting the OFFOR at CHMTLC,
shooting gunnery at Grafenwohr, par
ticipating in a Corps Command Posi
Exercise, standing ready as the
USAREUR [mmediate Ready Force
mission, preparing to take on a NATO
Support Mission in Irag, prepanag for
a partnership event with Russian Mili
tary Fosrees, 4_‘||:_'|1|-: wing o boores as part
of BExercise Foal E'..;I__.'-_rhll.',' ancl o |11[i|'lllil'l;3__
o reconstute. We can do all of chose
things because we are blessed with of-

Fieer and noncommissioned officer

DiViIST@m!

Commanders

leaders whe know what “naghe” looks
like, with Soldiers who are eager to learn
and 1o unprove, ane wath Faralies whe
support them in this crecial work for
the matiod,

Foaen the Peesident of the United
Stares recognizes the extraordinary con-
tribretions of this Drvision to the caose

of freedom.

| think about it this way—anyvone
can servie their country when it is not
threarened and when events untold pre-
dictably, but vou are standing tall for
America as it is threatened and i the
face of uncermainey. | hope it clear to
you that you and your families are mak-
ing history.  Thank for your service.

Comtinnue rmission.  Train hard aod
take care of ewch other,

Irown Soldiors!
Martn E. Dempsey

ACr, US Armay

Iroim &

Fresn [iageletll

It is truly a pleasure to have this
opportunity to update the Tron Soldiers
of America™ Tank Division about the
endeavors of the Iron Fagle Brigade
Combat Team (IEBCT).

During the past month and for the
toreseeable future, the lron Hagle Ba-
gade Combat Team has and will con-
tinue to press the fight on theee fronts:
reconstituting, retraming and trans-
torming,  These vanied missions force
the IEBCT Soldiers 1o fight alone three
distinet paths thar all lead to the same
end states a combat teady force chat 1s
prepared o go anyplace anviime and
tght and win,

Our remaining reconstination fight
is centered on the Aviation Adrcraft
Reset Program, 1tis a program desgemed
ter coneuect intense aircraft phase main-
tenance nspections and repairs on ev-
ery aircrafl in the IEBCT that returned
Fromn Lrag.

The Division Support Commands
mighty 127th Aviation Support Battal-
1om is managing our program. The work
foree includes civilian contractors and

Soldicrs from 127th ASB; 15t Squadron,
Ist Cavalry Regiment; and, 2nd Battal-
ion, 50N st General Support Aviation

Batealion.

Their work will be mission com-
plete by the end of the dth quarter Fis-

el Year 20005,

Several units are in the middls of

the retraining fight. 1-1CAY just com-

pleted an outstanding punnery rotation

at the Gratenwoehr Trainmg Area,

They qualified 28 erews through Tank ¢
Table V1L, six platoons on Tank Table
NI, 40 crews through Bradley Table |

America’s Tank Division
Ay TR
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President
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jﬂfv well done. ”

George H. Bush
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TROOPS IN GERMARNY

“Today [ bring vou 4 message from
back home: The American people are
grareful to you; YOUr COmMMUMIGEs are
proud of vow And as you defend the
cause of freedom, America stands with
said President of the United Seates
Creonge W, Bush wo about 3,000 service
members and military families in

o,

&

Wiesbaden, Germany, Feb. 23,

The commander in chief told the
Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Airmen and
their families that their country supports
thern as they serve on the frunt lines of
the global war on terronism.

Bush's stop at the Adrfield was part
of a three-day serics of meeting with

NATO officials and European leaders
Before arrving on the airficld, the presi
dent met with German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder in Mainz.

“] arrived this morning from
Brussels, where [ was meeting with
some of our viel allies in the war on
* Bush said.

LETTOr, “l came to

Wicshaden to meet vou, the men and

women fighting on the front lines of

that war. You are carrving out challeng-
ing duties with skill and honos”

Bush zlso praized family members
for their service and sacrifice,

“Your president is here to rell vou
that [ am proud of the military families

as well,” he said.

The 1st Armored Division and 1st
Infanoy Division have played important
roles in the defense of freedom through
history, the president $aid. The divisions
were on the front lines during World
Woar II, the Cold War, Viemam and Op-
erations Desert Shield and Storm.

“The 15t Armored and 1:t Infan-
try Divisions are two of the oldest,
proudest units in the United Seates
Army,” he said. “And on this day 14
vears ago, soldiers in both vour divisions
spenit their final night in Saudi Arabia,
before charging into Iragq to crush the
army of Saddam Hussein.™

. » Continued next page .. .
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When called, the 1st Armored
Division, “moved into Iraq in April of
2003, and vou staved for 15 months
You waged an innovadve, disciplined
campaign, and because of your skill and
sacrifice, Iraq is sovercign and Iraq is
free,” he said.

The Iragi people struggled under
a regime that crippled the country and
oppressed its citizens, Bush said. Sol-
diers of the Old Ironsides Division re-

President George W, Bush addresses a
crowd of more than 3,000 LL5, European
Command sevice members and their
families during a visit to Wiesbaden
Arery Airfield, Feb, 23,

paired schools, helped to rebuild the
councry’s infrastrucoore.
“When the Iron Soldiers left for
Irag, Saddam Hussein was sitting in a
palace. And by the time vou came home,
he was sitting in a prison cell,” Bush said.
Bush said 15t Armored Division
Soldiers served honerably and with de-
termination and continued to accom-

8

plish their mizzions even when the
division’s return home was postponed
by three months, Soldiers wok on and
defeared insurgent milivias in Karbala,
Najaf, Al Kur and Diwanivah.

Thaose battes helped pave the way
roward Irag's soversigney, he said.

Soldiers from the 1st Infancey Di-
vizion carried on with the work begun
b the 1st Armored Division, Bush said.

“From Kirkuk to Samarra to

Tikrit, the soldiers of the 1:t Infan-
trv Division worked around the
clock to prepare Iraq for free elee-
dons,” he said. “More than 8 mil-
lion Iraqi voters defied the tersor-
ists by lining up at the polls, dip-
ping their fingers in ink, and cast-
ing the first free vore of their lives.”
“Job well done,” Bush said.
“Br helping the people of that
country turn back the enemies of
democraey, vou have acted in the
greae liberating tradidon of our na-
don. Together, the 1st Infanery Di-
vision and the 1st Armored Divi-
sion have helped 1o bring freedom
and hope to a suffering people.”
The president also cited the
courage, determination and skills of
the 3rd Cotps Support Command
and the 421st MEDEVAC Com-
pany, known as “Dustoff Europe.”

He also remembered service
members who gave their lives and who
suffered wounds while defending free-
dom and liberating people of other na-
tons.

“Some in vour units have survived
terdible injuries, and a grateful America
will do everything we can to help them
recover” the president pledged. “Some
of vou have said farewell to some fine
Americans. They represent a new gen-
eration of heroes, as great as any who
have come before. Their example of
unselfish eourage inspires all who serve,

“And America will honor their
names forever.”

Soldiers and their families have
made contrdbutions to the country and
the world that last for many years, he
said. By taking the fight to the enemy,
service members are ensurdng that the
war on terrorism does not spread to the
United States. It is also helping to re-
shape the Middle East.

“By helping captive peoples gain

President George W. Bush and first
lady Laura Bush greet Soldiers, Sail-
ars, Marines and Afrmen and military

family members of the LLS. Europesin
Command during a visit to Wiesbaden
Aremy Airfield Feb, 23,

their freedom, vou have made a critcal
contributon to the history of liberty,”
Bush said. “And that means the world
will be more peaceful, and our children
and grandchildren will be more secure.
With your courage, with your determi-

naden, and with vour skill, the cause of

freedom will prevail, and we'll achieve
the peace that we all want for fumre
generations to come.”

Ediror’s Wote: This event was the second
vigit by President George W, Bush o Ist Ar-
mored Division troops during the Global
War on Terrorism, The fesr eime was in

Baghdad during Thanksgiving 2003,

~.'i'fw3 Ej Cassandra Kardeke

o Troops enjoy p

“I know vou've just gotten back from
Irag. I'm pleased to say;, job well done,”
words worth waiting o hear when spoken
by the President of the United Seates,
Geonge W, Bush.

Folleraring a visit with German Chan-
cellor, Gerhardr Schroeder, the president and
first lady, Laura Bush, paid a visit to the air-
field to meet, “the men and women fightng
on the front lines of the war on terromism.”

*“Lanra and I 'were in the neighborhood
and just thought we'd say hi,” said Bush toa
cheering croand, “Herardss™

Followed by a loud *hooah™ and a lot
of cheering, Bush reminded many of the
troops that this really wasn’t the first time
they received a pessonal appeasance.

*“It’s good m be ar the proud home

af the 1st Armored Division.

Wearing a camouflage jacker and
jeans, Delrarmo incheded the crowd in her
performance and got everyone clapping
and ginging along to her rendition of “0ld
Time Rock and Roll™

“MNo marter what you have heard, ev-
ervbody back in the States supports you.
You are the heartbear and soul of what
keeps our conntry going,” DeGarmo =said.

De(Garmo ended her performance
with a standing crowd singing along to
“America the Beandfol™ and was followed
with toe-tapping music by the Gatlin Broth-
ers, 8 country western band from Texas, Liv-
ing only streets away, the Gaelin Brothers
first perfiormed for formes President George
H. Bush back in 1958 as children and be-
came close friends with the Bush family,

o ;;#5 L

y . , S
America’s Tﬂﬂ{fﬂhmm'g“—'

resident’s visit

Phofos 53 Sgt. Gregory F. Withrow

“We're old foends of the president,
so when we were asked to perform before
hirm we were delighted. And it fit dghe into
our schedule,” said lead-singer, Larry
Gatlin.

“T've never seen or even heard of
thetm [Gatlin Brothers] until now, bur they
cerrainly stole the show,” said a newly-ac-
quainted fan, Sgr. Artisha Gilliam, 3rd Bar-
talion, 58th Aviation Regiment based in
Giehelseadr.

Towards the end of their perfor-
mance, howitzer blasts zshook the tent,
signaling the artival of the man every one
was waiting o see. Bor before he entered,
the crowd roared as Master Sgt. Chaneel
Sena-Diaz, senior chaplain™ assistant
NCOIC for 1st Armored Division, in-
troduced Secretary of Starte,

Some of vou Iron Soldiers might
have seen me before, T was the
gy serving turkey,” said Bush re-
ferring 1o a surprise visit o (Old
Ironsides Division Soldiers for
Thanksgiving Dinner in 2003 at
the division headquarters at the
Baghdad International Airport.

Bush thanked military
famnilies for their dedication, sac-
rifices and support.

*“This was definitely worth
the wait,” said 15t St Mark Bell,
141% Signal Baralion, one of
many who waited for a couple

of hours in a tent the sxe of a

foothall feld.

Spouses and Soldiers from |

Bur the wait wasn't so bad. throughour the Evropean Com-
Spectators rocked to the sounds mfpf:“fd“gjm“‘;ﬁ
of headline enterminers, Diana ™0 Facnr Geonpe W
DeGarmo, runner up in last after hia address to ehe afl&enr

By at Wiesbaden Army Airfield,

vear's *“American [dol™ relevision
talene contest, and the Gatlin
Brothers,

Condoleezza Rice, who addressed
the troops prior to Bush.

“It was such an emotional
speech and inspiting ro all the Sol-
diers,” said Spc. Eric Miranda,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Det., 2213t Base Support Bateal-
ion, of Rice's seatement, “Because
of each of vou this is the greatest
military in the world’s histors™

B D
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First Lady encourages education

Laura Bush talks with Wiesbaden students

Story ﬂnd'rlpﬁnfa Ej Pfe. Jennifer M. MeTFadden

The first lady of the United States encouraged high
school students at Gen. H.H. Arnold High School in
Wiesbaden, Germany to treasure their educations and
learn from every experience Feb. 22, 2005.

"You will make

- Fa oI r i = f . y . P g . ' s I."' a
Mistakes make life inferesting, while learning from your mistakes
[ oy R A -

Laura Bush, who is accom-
panying U.S. President George
W. Bush during his series of
meetings with European leaders,
spoke to more than 400  stu-
dents in the school’s gymnasiam,

“Wherever you go in life
there are a few things I hope you
remember,” Mrs. Bush said.
“One is to treasure vour educa-
ton. Remember it (education) is
freedom and it never ends. Strive
to learn everyday.”

And, learn from every expe-
rience, she added.

“You will make mistakes.
Mistakes make life interesting,
while learning from your mis-

o

Laura F

mistakes.

takes makes life memorable,” the
first lady said.

Mrs. Bush, who was intro-
duced by Eric Goldman, the
school’s principal, was greeted by
thunderous cheers and smiles in
the after school presentation,

“She is an educator, so she
knows the important value of
what we do. Itis an honor to have
her here. It took many days and
hours of planning but it was all
for these students,” said Shelia
Smith, the vice principle of the
high school.

Students filled the stage and
bleachers to listening to the first
lady’s adwvice,

Burh, TFirst Cady af the Uniled Slales

“Gerting to see Ms. Bush was
exciting. She is a motivation for
me, especially as a strong female
role model,” said 18-year-old se-
nior Norah Eloueslad.

After her speech Ms. Bush
shook the student’s hands and
gave them an opportunity to pose
with her for photos.

“It inspires the students that
she took dme out her busy sched-
ule to spend time with them,” said
Smith. “Giving them the chance
to shake her hand and get her
photo is phenomenal.”

r fof [ =
MAarKes i} IT':'.‘- MEmarangie,

Laurs Bush, the first lady of the Undeed Seates, discusses the importance of education

to more tan 400 stedents in the gymmasium at Gen. H, H.
Wiezbaden, Germany, Feb. 22,

nold High School in
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“Units can go
back after the
training and

see what they
need to fix fﬂr
next time, be it
another
training
excrcise or the

Corrnyprerry A, Zend Baeealion, Gl Infanicy Regrrrere Sedofiers s sir ansorgreeet's Iideoese e ; g s

Baumbelder's MOUT site, L4 i A e ¥,
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pinning rotors material
1zedl over the tree tops.
[hroush the cloud of
cold winter air effortlessly like a
warm knife through butter. Whip
ping winds flattened the grass as the

AH-64 Black |

neuversed

Hawl: |1q-:1q'c:'.'.-.r'.' I

ver the Homvee hike a

Signaling a strong path of train-
ing Srt. Manuwel Fandino azsizis
Sere. Jason Williams, both from
Companv A, 123rd Main Suppaort
Bartalion, in guiding the AH-64
Black Hawk o the right spot in a
slingr Ioad training exercise our-

zide Anderson Barracks,

Dexhetm, Germany, Feb., T7.

18

pport Troops shing Load

2-501st AVN team up in aerial transport

bird stalking its prey

Locking suspension wires from
the Humvee to the Black Hawk, Iron
port missions.

*“We are certifving our person
nel 1o ensure that they know the
proper procedures and are capable
of performing all required tasks for

a sling load operations,” said Capr.

Anthony Wagner, 123rd M5Bs A
Co O
mandet.

Breaking
doan It
teams of three,
25 Soldiers and
the company
commander
performed tasks
-:|| "I'--"':"'1'I A
Humwvee and a
net of cargo.

S
quircments for
certfying a load
is that is has w
bhe rigged
cording to the
proper regula
tion and mspected by someone
who 18 either Pathfinder, Air-As
sault, or Shing Load Inspector Cer
tified,” explained Wagner.

Although this was nr1|:c 40T
day event, traming for the opera-
tion started in the classroom. 5ol
diers spent the week prior to the

l'l;l]']n;,iﬁ 1 {'E{'F{'iﬁf" rL“-r:l::u'ir];,_: E"n.'L'fj'

“The requirements
for certifying a load
is that is has to be
rigged according to
the proper regulation
and inspected by
someone who is
either Pathfinder,
Air-Assault, or Sling
Load Inspector
Cerrified.”

Capt. Anthony Wagner

e e R e e 4

detall of the upeoming mission's
requirements,

“We are implementing crawl,
walk, run traming by starting in the
classroom and ending up out here
said Seatf

the noncom

with the live sling load,”
-'I ||_'1| e Baallins,
il ||'-.'-.||_'-:‘:_|_'|_| |'-|-'-:|.' et in chi Ei ot the
sling load exercise.
In the Field Apache Compans
Soldiers their ea
serness and mo-
pivacion when
completing this
training, which
towak them from
the office envi-
POIITENT T
real-world situa
0.
“This was
my first cxpern-
ence with a Black
Hawk and T was
excited to gt ouwt
intor the field and
show what we
have learned in
traininyy,” said Spe.
Lakeya Smith, a Company A Soldier:
The shag load exercise was
more than a training event 1t also
served as a brdge between the unit
and the local German community.
German community othicials were
enthusiastie to witness first hand the
skills of their military netghbors,
“Although [ have a busy sched

——u---n e e T —————— r—r——-—-—-—l—'— e —'—-—|—

training

ule | was excited o come out and see

this type of tramning exercise,” said

K laus Penzer, Lyexheirm’s

Bucrpermester (Mayor). “Usually the
cvents that 1 am able to attend are 1n
an offictal capacity.”

“It was a great opportunity be
cause | have never seen a live trning
event such as this, Now | can convey
to other German officials what the
military does here, which increases un
derstanding and serengthens the part
nership between the Germmen and mil
tary communitics,” Penzer sad.

Stll pumped from the expenence,
the 123rd Soldiers watched the Black
Hawk disappear out of sight as the
MOrNing cume 1o an end.

The training and practical expe
nence to which these Soldiers were
exposed will help prepare them o
resact when they are called on by the
Ist Armored Drrision.

“Having the bird come and par
teipate gives cach of these Soldiers a
chance 1o experience what a sling load
mmussion would be like down range and
15 a great traning tool,” said Rolhns
refernng to the Black Hawk support
from the Iron Knighis,

America’s Tank Division

. - ——-"———-rr-—-—-'—

Flight crews from the Znd Barttalion, 501st Aviation Regiment, teamed up
with the Comany A, 123rd Main Support Batealion, foa live sling load exer-
cize owiside Anderson Barracks, Dexheim, Germany. The Iron Knights as-
sisted the Apache Soldicrs in acrial transport training Feb.17.
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Blackhawk Squadren thunders | .

Soldiers of 1,71 C AV define gunnery rotations for 1st Armnrec[ Division

gunnery, the Blackhawks field ro

Starﬂ and ictﬂ EH 551:- (___,]-lriﬁtnphcr Stanis
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“This 15 whene we test oar |:l1-::-1-l
sanl Sraff b1
Armando Mendosa, a Bradley com

cicncy In our vehicles,”

mander in Comanche Troop 171 CAY,
adding that the other tables “are just
pracoce.”

The second benefic coming
from the rotation is “providing mfor
mation for division on what we™ve
learned,” smd Lt Col. John Pecler, 1/1
CAV commander.

Wi set the standard for what
sunnery needs to look ke™ the squad
ron comamander continued.

A punnery rotation lases about
30 day.

Table VI qualibication is based
on 10 target engagements —six daytime
and four mighttime scenanios,

“N crew has to complete seven
Tz or P (Tramed and Meeds Practce),
hit one (nuclear, biolomcal and chemi
cal) engragremment and two nightiime en
EREEIETIS Loy |.'|l:|.'||ll-l.'_'" satd Memdosea,

The onher 1ables inelude i'lfhl_i_rl
varionrs combinations of the vebieles
WY, The M1A1S arsenal mehedes
i W20 T 62
that is coaxial (COAX) and onc rhar is

mim machinge guns o

mounted on the loader’s hatch Tar also
capable for dismounted operations — a
S} caliber machine pun and the 120 mm
main gun. The Bradley packs a M240
COAX machine pun,
TOL missiles and the 25

two anti-armor
MM EEn g
An extra incentive for the Iron
(avalrvmen to excel on Table VIIT is the
“Top Gun™ designation. This pocs to the
tank and Bradley crew thar shoots hest
dunng Table VI

“This s deaded by who has the
most Ts,” explamed St Donald Smith,
a Bradley mmner with Comanche Troop
“If more than one yun has the same
number of Ts they gro by kill times (how
quickly a crew knocks down a targree)”

The squadron commuander cap

tured the honors in the Bradley, with
his punner, Sgt. Bryan Laessle, and
drver, Spe. Willam Steaman.

: Apache Troops tank A-22 also
entered the winners™ cincle with Statt
ot Michael Bonesteel at the helm as
tank commander. His crew meluded
Pvt. Juseph McCoy, drivee) Spe.
Jonarhan Orneens, gunmet, and Pyvi, Bran
Moore, loader,

The skillful crews will hold this
title wunril the next gunnery fotagion.
able
WLl I]'II."!. Coamiine I||:|-::-|:J;=_ﬂ| EUNTERY,

After crows -'.:|||:||I v oan ‘1
evennally :'|.-.|1.'|:'|i1‘.|_:_ll Table %11, ‘This s 2
platoon-sized cvent. Four Bradleys or
four tanks move toperher through a se
rice of engapements as a fghting team.

“This is the first collective table
in the (gunnery) qualification scrics,”
said Capt. Stephen Banks, commancder
of 1/1 CAVS Bandit Troop.

Table XII requires teamwork
and cross talk between vehicle crews to
be successtul

“Up untl this point training: has
been done by the individual crew,” smid
Spt. Ernesto Ortiz, a Bandnt Troop tank
gunmner. “Mow we have to make sure to
shoot our specitic enemics and not our
wingrrans Evervone is anxows to make
the all,
lirthe™

but we have to hold back a

\dditionally, mdividual training

tables rave comtrol o the tank com

tander, Table X1 shitted that comtrol.
“Table XII gves platoon lead
{ o - ‘.I'I':' '::ll'!|1l':lr||.|'||||'|' fea {'Illu"l'lr'l..“il:‘l I|||l_‘|

conirol their platoons sad Banks,

Table X111,

of  2unNery, Comnsisis ol clay

like the onber levels
aiud Tuigrhat
chgarciments. Bach |!'|:I|IHII1 fites at
50 hard targers,

- Tl : e
--:-I-'_L:-Il'- i b LR LAy

2 trowng

srrucrres and vehicles, amd I

LATEELs froumn srationary and LR IR
positions in various conditions mnclod

ing an MNBC simulation.

“Hach tank {and Bradlev) s sup-

plied with an adeguate amount of

armme for all the weapons,” said Seatt
Sgt. Pattick Chaplin, a Bandit Troop
tank commander.

Following gunncry, 1/1 CAV
transitioned in o the CMTC Live Fire

the “hoan” portion of the feld mota-
tion otherwise held in Hohentels, Cer-
ANy,

“The live fire is the culmmating
fermwoche,” sard Pecler, Ths
ume the entite roop — two tank pla
toons and two Bradley platoons, with
ficld arnllery suppost - 15 lested on #s
combar prowess,

A CMIC v Hohenfels, Soldiers
and vehicles are equipped with the mul-

eyt i Lo

tiple integrated Liser cngagement sys-
tem, or MILES gear. Combat 15 simm-
lated with lasers instead of lve ammo-
nition.

The Blackhawk squadron won't
st Hohenfels until May, but as Peeler
cxplained, CAMTC tries to provide units
a live fire once a year and a Flohentels
rotation every I8 months.

The live fire pangre presented sce-
marios of open-ground wartare and ur
ban combat.

It weas a mix between major com
bat and the threat base we might see
somewhere like Iraqg,” sad Peeler. “The
Soldiers ot wo see low 1o high mtensity
|:-::-r|||'ul- all i the samee o I,'|'“

Though it was their first tme
ot thae Targre SHCe Pelurninge {rinm |_1';|_4.'|1
the Blackhawks 0F 151 CAN secrmed ar
case 1o uimp Lack 0 1o the saddles of
these iron stecds.

“The hqll:ln:lh:lﬂ has done an
outstanding job gerting into the
Cirafemwochr training environment,”
Pecler said.

This success shined through,
despite W) percent of the squadron be
ing brand new, according ro Blackhaok

Command Sgr. Maj. David Davenport.

The range observer-controllers
were a big aid in the newhies doing the
best they could.

“They identitied weaknesses
an<] we tried o correct the deficiencies,”
Davenport said.

I the end, the Soldiers of 1/1
CAV were trained and prepared for war,
the command serpeant major said,

“They knew what fght looks
like,” said Davenport.

Ewven for the cavalry, the road

America’s Tank, Division

Grinming and giving a "'T-Elumbn
Abrans tank, Apache Tthnps.ffrﬂf s
first engagement on Tank Table XIT in €

to success couldn’t be walked 2 :_ :
Units that supported 1/
while in Grafenwoehr included

]"n-ll-a:n:: Company, Gmfnmnefu‘as.
suppeort hrartnl:hun and Eatteﬁ.

"Th:yaﬂcarnemgeﬂierﬁp@r:.
of the Blackhawk team to make the
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Spe. JulizfValle, & tank gunner with Iﬂt..i.rmuﬂd.ﬂﬁiﬂﬂn"ﬂ' ¥
Troop, s igrrm., fse 1.8, Cavalry Regiment, bore sites a
Abrams Bk during the Tank Table X1 portion of 171 CA
armal crnery rotiiion in Grafemmwoehs, GI:.EJIIMJI.

aster gunners are the
I \ I.I'I experts for two of
the ﬁrm:,"s Pj:e.miu

heavy o anbal weapons *?ﬂtﬂlﬁ of ]
today — the Abrams Main Battle ¢
Tank and Bradley Armored Fight-

n:h1 11:! s ﬁemtbhfww
: lu-:*hT‘F‘f"ar Class Charles
Ilun a MI1AL T.;.ukm'.
Lt brptir Iili o
mr.-rtd Dmm
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iy n/SiOMIERION cVieiry Soldier

Gunnery is traditionally
and Bradley armored fig
their “rides”, proving they

small arms and crew-served weap-
ons training for “low-density” mili-
tary occupanonal specialtes, such as
combat service support like mechan-
ics, medics and cooks.

“MNo area is off limits from
artacks,” said 1/1 CAV Command
Sgr. Maj. David Davenport. “The
Soldiers running the (logistics con-
voys) can't rely on combar arms Sol-
diers to always be around; they need
to be able to defend themselves™

(CS5 Soldiers conducted their
basic individual weapon qualifica-
tions on the M16A2 rifle, M4 Car-
bine and 9mm pistol,

chmm- :dm:lmtlrl

Jreon Werdeor e
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Regiment, fires a 50 caliber machine gun during the squadron®s Iron Warnior Tables in Gratenwoehr, Germany.
The tables were run in conjunction with 1.1 CAV's hiwameal tank aod Bradley gunmery.

A Soldier from Ist Armored Division's Headgquarters and Headguarters Troop, Ist Squadron, Ist ULS. Cavalry

America’s Tank Division
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Shooting the “big g ~
rotation, but 1st Ar
Regiment, knows it mﬁe@
bullet down range.

“ “¥ou can’t move a tan

L] |,
ht

nition to fire weapons and S
Soldier, Command Sgt. I\%

Troop, Ist Squadron, s LS. C:vﬂryﬂm .
mored Fighting Vehicle at the Bradley Table X r

gunmery rotation in Graferrwoelr, Germany.

Story and photos by Sgt.
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/1 CAY for the gunnery rotation.
Johnson said the exera touches
dera lot tor soldiers” morale because the
dining facility gves them a place to
“rather and unwind™ while grabbings a
stack, watching TV or playing cards.
Throughout the beld exercise,
the cavalry cooks served meals o W5
~lcliers, “A et of tImies i owas
hard work and long hours, but we were
doing our job e make sure 171 CAY

eats, Sl S Crrepory Cason, a conk

with HIT. “We go above and bevond
the standard to put out quality meals™

_ The commitment to the mis
sion went far bevond chow time.

The squadron petroleum sup
plv specialists pumped more than
LEME OO grmallons of tuel. The handlers
at the armrmuniticon holding: area distrb
uted nearly SO0 rounds — evervthing
troom 550 mum to haod grenades and

clavmore mines for idividual Soldiers,
3

tir 25 o oand 1200 mem for the man

TS o i the Beadley Arvmiored |:'1:-_1|'|I g
Vehicle and M1A1 Abrams wank was
sed -:||.'1'i11_:_1 the cxerciae.

Continuing the circle of sup
port, mechanics are neceded 1o move the
fuel and ammao.

“If people are trving 1o et a
mission done we make the mission hap
pen,” said Spe. James Avent, 2 mechanic
with 1/1 CAV “If they go out there
and secure the world ... they need to

e able to roll. Mantenasnoe means

Soddiers of Ist Armored Divizion's Izt Squadron, Ist ULS. Cavalry Regiment, line ap for cliow ar the
Blackhawks’ dining facilitv during their biannual tank and Bradley gunnery in Grafenwochs, Gormamy.

Suppert Jeldicrs

i

maovement.”

Even, and perhaps especially.
the medics play a
gritical roll in a
ficld exercise. A
Fngc CIin’t event
Bo twet”, or open
for Iive fire, with-
put 2 medic on
site.

“We pro-
vide immediate attention if someone
gers injured on the range,” said Spe.
Ryan Willingham, a 1/1 CAV medic.

Willingham said if the npary 1s

minor, the Soldier can wait on the range

unel it i cleared; otberwise he can taken
off the range immediately, or a 9-line

tarit, examine the leg of Pet. Dustin Johnson. All three are with Ist
LS, Cavalry Regimene. Johnson slipped on jce and fractured his an
for 1/1 CAV's biannual tank and Bradley gunnery. e

“4 lot of times it was hard
work and long hours, bur
we were doing our job to
make sure 1-1 CAV cats.”
Spe. Gregory Cason

-

CAV 1-«,-_.1 .
without mﬁ:
] okt

A,
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MWR March Madness Hall Marathon

A
e

afoéa/-Ef/‘

less in 1 heasar, 14 moinuotes a

rail behindd.,
Wkremie's heels

il the rernaincs
L LT iesegn i rl-l.,'l_:l IOk SETe

_}_-‘ place in 1 hat

',"Lh'd 'i.'.‘] 1 ﬂ] f."-k

e

-

| T TN TR

,  Clehepeagaing these fypes of
gices but it can ger lomeho TrociCkept
LT _up writh me for 2 while but un -n-rumu;dr-m

I could not keep him with me,” ex-
ak; ; kn:mi,

who is assigned to

N

FlUNLEFS

EQMPEUCE

/ Sfur}r and photos by Pfc. Jennifer M. M::I-'addcnd
\ — | \ ~) o~
(LD EADED ::aladd

The
served as the start and finish point with

Tony Bass Firness Center

Left: Spe. John Gerschefski, a Soldier with rle
Sitlse Military Inrelligence Battalion and his wife
Sarah, ron afasteady pace together fnn the MWE
sponsored March Madness race held on I8

o rote that encompassed many arcas of
the post and the communine surround-
ingr the air field.

(harging out the front gate the ran-

]

March., Below: Lt. Col. Lawrence Mixson, the
501zt MI Bartalion commander chugs like &
steam locomotive toward the finrsh Tine.

ners had completed a lnde more the
Kilometers with Akremi leading the way.
Leading the pack from the out-
set he was virtually unmarched through-
CE
Volunteers were statoned ar the
13- kilometer poing on the route (e pro-
vide water, Gatorade and moral support.
“This is the fiest time 1 have vol-
teered for this tvpe of function bt it
alotof fun,” said Pty Brackan, whose
shand is a lst Armored Division
Solider pace partcipant. “It (volunteer-
ng) really gets me involved with my
shand’s passion of running,” she
pel.

Bunners were hoth enlisted and

who €ame out cliel grreat, especially
Truex, who kept with me for the:
Gquatte t'gthe.u" te | am e

ommissioned and the ages ranged troamn
17 1o ower 500 making participation in the g
pent very diverse.
s01st M1 Battalion commander
, Ul Laurence Mixson finished see-
s group setting an example
his
shicve with daily physical fitness train

na
LS

subordinares what a Soldier can

“PT (physical fitness) is really the
h' tr-:i.injl'LLl I've done for this event, |
5 tey y Soldiers how important 1 I
run or participate in a cardiovascular
ercise at least three times a week foran

st 30 rminre intervals,” said Misson.

‘n loeal
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Bandi rs nde thmugh o

Hessen® Germam

Inchinyr slowly ﬂ.:-:w;;a through

“the wood line, the “Agemen” of
Company A, prepane to tush a buld:
ing. A fewot the Sokierssenmiin hid-
den in the prone posion, Pl‘m‘ldmg :
cover tor thelr comeades who burst.
trom the relative safery of c’mcr'md r
rush te :ln iquLLE-lde of ﬂ.é]iydﬂ:-
Strudture.

Shons ring out and Bandats ﬂatt::ﬂ
themselves against the muddf \v:'lrl;‘l'l.l:g;.-l
the cold-stone walls of the #\hcru.[h-"
Their steamy breath clouds tﬁ!wﬂ
air a5 rhe Soldiers gather their o E.‘!

The rattle and pup of small-arms  foreses of | "rjmi]wr;a r]?“.’liri!llj.’. Aren the [rar I1'I_._| Lo enter the hLﬂdmﬁ ; ?..:
and machine gun fire shatter the crisp  Bandies pd"1<37 Armor dismoaint their . way, y T
silence of the frosty-February air v the =MIAL Abrams tafiks ~assaultiog the Huppn-rting tire trtl?'n‘-
foochills of the Taanus i"-ﬁ:-u:u:nm of enemy on foot. wind line, suppressug tlae 1t
Hessen, Germany. Along the former “Dismounted operations is some- eyt The Bandits make their mon

i

Ahove: Spartered with muod, Stafi Sgr.
Simala Wright warns other Bandits of
1-37 Arrmor to gret oure of dhe simlared
: IED-Iaden building during MOLUT
EfsLirir g

Right: Responding to Simala’s instructions, a Soldier siings another, who
fas sustained a simulated injury, over bfs shoulder and runs out of the

sfrociore

Roman FronEler, I wlern e :-|_'|'|I|._'-:_| b LA e ECHT iﬂl]|-:l.'r!~', "h-..llli.l_ i | o assault the entrance.
rors of the 1% Batalion, 37" Armored  Jonathan Villatenor, exécutive afticer, Agan and agamn, this s
Remrhent, trhin, ;||_|.||1||:|_l_'_ b lessons i:re-m]\:m:c A TSRS |"t.|.'.i|'ll1'l_l_'h use . of Cipelb as H1I‘Iﬂ§F hﬂ.l‘.l:E skil

learned from combat i the sands of  Military Operations @ Urban Tersain © ally the specialty of

e mt x : , . another former Bomian fronnict facilities in FEA the Bandits are prac-
- Trerfy .‘Hrl'-'l:.]'n'.":l..r.l.' ~Cooped A =3 T A, ot gl el s wmother tormer B L |
- = e W g Bl [ ey, iy wes for enteringe an
P o = antes hs rhey preppee 65 advs rriia. clirrie 1_11 i b IF:H']' ticing E—r‘h““]l es for ¢ ing d
= ""__ o rr-'u:a-.-urr Backing '-F' s e ;_n—-ﬂ"'l{n' .-'..iq_,_r“r..-. ”m"j'h Leavitig thetr trusgy steel steeds searchifie strociures moa hostile e
= 5 . 1 "o;‘ = 3 ol . i Al
p ..- & "—di_ el W . & LTI HIIH’II’F IS e:n'.y.r.lﬂr g nn,,:_r_. rurr‘_-l_‘:},.l ...-l_ B breehuind wnder ey CTErccn COVer 1 Th DO
Ll = -h.h-\- . ¥ L _‘_--.H ~ ! - il . "
5 | . 1 o = - g 1 - ¥ - - : 3 . &
. - ol = i g | - . - o el
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A column of stecd snakes chropgh the Germoan coun-
trpside escorfed by German military police. Coopera-

o o S

tion between American and Germany militanies cnables
maneuver excreises such as this one.

fast,” said Ptc. Hllery Majalea, a Bandie
P11 depver, ™
ment this at O5UT”

COSLTT, o O Station Ulost Train

ing, is 4 combination of Basic and Ad

[hev should really imple

vanced Individual Traming that tankers
receive at Fort Fnes, Ky, Infaneey Sol
diers also recetve CSLT traming ar Bort
H{"-|]||_i|]-_r1 Cra.. but there iz o differcn:
foens tor those it -entey nfantey Sol
{I_l_l_'T"‘-C = | ',I'H_I_l"\-\. |E|.|_|_ [Ivany |:|1'\il\.|'1:"| IE:-:I".'I.'

-;|_-_ir:-|'|1|_'r_| afeer thenr cxpet ICRIECS 11 brag.

T picd tanbeer amafE Bt i funda

mmierital,” {'."I":E:-I"I:Ihi}'.l.'l:l Lo Gl “:-'lr'l'].'

Bishop, Bandit commander and combat

vieteran of 1 ]|:l|.'1':'|li1 i ]:‘:]r.|i Freedom.
COther members of the Bandit team

watch owver thetr comesdes from the tor-

Medics of the S(Hst Forward Support Bartalion and 1-37
Arrror combine forces to frear mock wornds sostained i
an fmprovised explosive device artack exercize. The sime-
Faverd attack on the corvoy wasz designed to replicare con-
ditions wilich may be faoed in Irag.

Four of a kind, all 8-vears-old and excited by the rum-

bling of 72-ton M1 Al Abrams tanks tlrogh their home-

town of Esch, Germany, Lenard Floeren, jaﬂﬂlk

Dannewizt, Robin Abel and Felix Zicgeldor! stand int awe —
ag Co. A, 1-37 Armor, winds chroogsh the small villagres in

the Taunus Mountains, *F bave never seen o tank Boefore, ™
exolaimmed Floeren.

rets of their 72-ton rolling torresses,
which have crept to the outskirts of the
Although the Bandies are

poing in on foot, they aren’t without an

mock village.

intimidating big brother as backup.
“Shock effect, thit’s what it 15"

g
Hp]mnl!'d 'ﬂ-mhbp w0 hls HOI'JHE
ing an after-action review designed to
highlight the positives of a p:u.'rjgul:u'
exercise and examine what could have
been done betrer, “Tanks surroomd-
ing a building leveling their 120 mm
guns on them gives the cnemy panse
tor deetde if they really want o figh
or ot -

Integrating and adaping every
pivee of equipment the Bancdi Bat~
talion has at its dispogal is a key focus
of this type of traning

“Nou, have. the 2408 dismount
kits,” sdic Bishop. “llse them.™

# "The 762mm 2408 machine fnin

mounted on top the Abrams’ at the
lnaders hatch can be guickly dis-
mounted and adapred to an‘intantry
style weapon capable of providings
rapicdl suppressive fire in support of,
troeops moving from building o builds
g, o s

“Don’t think this 1§ intantry
stuff and vou don’t have to learn it,
brcause vou dog” said Bishop potnt
edly ro his Soldiers.

Fadn as the Bandits prepare for
the possibilities of low-intensity ar

?&-Inunnnb, up a:r'ld ruilmg ;::!.IfL
Frnm FTa, thie Bandité and’ their

HLIFPHI’IIII}" Lir:m-:'ulﬁ."ﬁ‘qm Co. I,
16" Engineer Batlu]mn 201% For-

wilrd Support Battabion and mem-

bers of the 2 Batualion, 3 F Ifld"
Artillery Regiment, ::mu'njr:d
abonut 40 kilometers tactically over |
the Taunus Mowntains o the out-
skirts of a small German wl'lagn: nf
Wuernres. h
Most maneuver :rramlng in
Hurope takes place at the Combat
Maneéuwer Fraining Center i
Hoehentels, Gesmany, burthis soct
of extreise has a differentyfavos
than the f:m:::- on-force 51mula-
tioms h ld j!]‘-’-.ldt o I'hq_ Hu\. f.}f
CMTC. » T ;
“In i":-rl.]{:t'gl‘ﬁ- the maneuver
culminared in a breach exercise de-
stgned to test Bandis” abahties sur-
mounting high-intensity-contlict
olstacles, But along the way, tacti-
cally navigapng the small streees of
-« & Dontined nmt';:lgag: g

~ Rapidly navigating gr:m.nrjs of concetrina wire,
1-37 Armor races through a breach Dptn:d
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Axemen. Along with reabisuc

This type of Emge 15 0o S1an
dard for Army unis because no one 15
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